To:  Kiuesner,  Dave[kluesner.dave@epa.gov];  Smith,  Paula[Smith. Paula@epa.gov] 

Cc:  Gray,  David[gray. david@epa.gov];  Acevedo,  Janie[Acevedo. Janie@epa.gov] 

From:  Zito,  Kelly 

Sent:  Thur  8/20/2015  6:26:57  PM 

Subject:  RE:  Daily  updates  requested  by  1 1 AM  Mountain 

Apologize  this  is  late.  David  do  you  have  the  updated  item  on  the  tanks?  That  would  be  good  to  include.  I 
don't  have  it. 

Kelly 


• On  August  20,  all  EPA  field  personnel  working  on  the  Navajo  Nation,  including  teams  sampling 
the  San  Juan  River,  were  called  back  to  the  Farmington  Incident  Command  Post  to  evaluate  further 
response  activities.  Meetings  at  the  Olijato,  Aneth  and  Navajo  Mountain  Chapters  have  been  cancelled. 

• EPA  Region  9 has  four  employees  working  from  Durango  and  they  will  continue  in  their  response 
capacities  today.  Tonight,  August  20,  there  will  be  a public  meeting/Open  House  in  Durango  hosted  by 
San  Juan  County,  CO.  EPA  has  been  invited  to  present  an  overview  of  the  response  and  assist  with 
directing  people  to  focused,  topic-specific  tables.  The  tables  will  cover  recreation  concerns,  economic 
impacts,  toxicological  information,  agriculture  impacts,  drinking  water  questions  etc.  EPA  Region  8 will 
provide  many  of  the  Subject  Matter  Experts. 

• EPA  issued  the  following  press  release  yesterday: 

DURANGO,  Colo.,  August  19,  2015  - Based  on  EPA  surface  water  data  collected  following  the  August  5, 
2015  Gold  King  Mine  release,  San  Juan  River  water  quality  in  Navajo  Nation  has  returned  to  pre-event 
conditions.  This  determination  is  based  on  a review  of  water  quality  data  collected  from  August  7-15, 
2015  at  EPA’s  sampling  point  near  Hogback,  New  Mexico. 

Water  quality  has  now  returned  to  levels  measured  before  the  release  entered  the  Navajo  Nation.  Water 
and  sediments  from  the  mine  were  last  observed  at  Nenahnezad,  New  Mexico,  east  of  Hogback,  New 
Mexico,  on  August  8,  2015. 

EPA  Administrator  Gina  McCarthy  and  Navajo  Nation  President  Russell  Begaye  had  a productive  phone 
conversation  on  August  19  to  review  water  quality  data.  Based  on  that  conversation  the  President 
indicated  that  the  Navajo  Nation  may  re-open  the  San  Juan  River  for  irrigation  purposes  as  soon  as  this 
weekend.  It  was  also  agreed  on  that  call,  that  Friday  August  21 , would  be  the  last  day  for  EPA  water 
deliveries  for  agricultural  use  on  the  Navajo  Nation. 

EPA  will  work  closely  with  the  Navajo  Nation  in  the  coming  weeks  to  ensure  that  a long-term  monitoring 
plan  for  the  San  Juan  River  is  implemented.  In  addition,  EPA  is  positioned  to  provide  technical  assistance 
in  flushing  irrigation  ditches  on  the  Navajo  Nation. 


— Original  Message — 

From:  Kiuesner,  Dave 

Sent:  Thursday,  August  20,  2015  8:10  AM 

To:  Zito,  Kelly;  Smith,  Paula 

Cc:  Gray,  David;  Acevedo,  Janie 

Subject:  Daily  updates  requested  by  1 1 AM  Mountain 


Sent  from  my  iPhone 


1785542 
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